The new way to create interactive video
in 60 seconds without adding software

Use PowerPoint to make tutorial videos with interactive capabilities

Time strapped teachers need support—uwe all know this. Now there is a quick and easy way to
create even more flexible video tutorials for your students. The tutorials can then be watched
over and over. Best of all, this solution uses PowerPoint, which many teachers are already
comfortable with.

Simple and easy
While software and apps that allow screen recording have been available for some time, the
solution outlined here is part of an environment that most teachers are already comfortable with

and is very easy to use.

Office Mix, a free add-in for Office 2013 and 2016 on the Windows platform, simply adds an
extra tab to PowerPoint.
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The Office Mix tab (showing controls) in PowerPoint.
Screen recording

Only one part of this add-in to PowerPoint is required to produce more flexible Khan Academy
style video tutorials. This is the “Screen Recording” component.
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Clicking on this icon allows the teacher to select an area of the screen to record. Anything that
lies within this area of the screen is recorded. It could be a web page, a diagram that is annotated
with digital ink, an explanation of a piece of text, a solution to a math problem, an explanation of
a piece of art—uvirtually anything. Audio is recorded as well, allowing for fuller, richer
explanations. This also makes the tutorial a “learning resource” that can be used independently
by students.
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Selecting the area of the screen to record.

This add-in is designed to be basic and simple to use, but rudimentary editing such as trimming
the beginning or end of the recording is possible. This should suit the needs of most teachers. It
is not meant to be a full editing solution, such as Camtasia or Captivate, but it also has an almost
insignificant learning curve.



D

| } Preview

ulions

[

Anicie Talk

wikirepiA  History of painting

e e From Wikipedia, fhe free encyciopedia

- {Redderted fiom Famous painlings) [ 2 Bring to Front R
Conlenls Ihe history of painting reaches back in ime Lo artitacts from pre-

Featured content and spans all cultures. It represents & continuous, though periodice [ Send to Back 3
LEieens tradition from Antiquity. Acress cultures, and spanning continents &

Random arlicle

history of painting is an ongaing river of creativity, that continues in

1l Wiki iz
leu?:di: EI;:“ - 7 Uintil the early 20th cantury if relied primarity on representational
classical mulifs, afier which Lime mora purely abstrac and concept i
Interaction geined favor Save Media as...
Help =
About Wikipedia Dawvelopments in Eestam printing Ristorically parallel those in Wes 8
Communiy portal general, a few cenluries earlier.” Alrican arl, Jewish ait, Iskamic ar
Recent changes Chinese art, and Japanese art™ each had significant influence on '
Coniact page vice versa [| Size and Position...
Took

Initially serving utilitarian purpose, followed by imperial, private, civ

WWhat baks here i Or Format Video
g & e raligious patranage, Eastem and Weslem painting later found audi g | O

Usload fle anstocracy and the middle class. From the Modern era, the Middle Rges trougn ?

Special pages. the Renaissance painlers worked for the church and a wealthy aristocracy.™ N

Permanent link Beginning with he Barogus era arlisls receivad piivala commisiol —p > B ’

i educated and prosperous middle ciass.” Finally in the West the id @ T m - Hory of art -

Wikidataitem art's saka™ beqan fo find expression in the wark of the Romantic | 0 =

it this g T . jent - European - Eastem -
Francisco da Goya, John Constable, and | MW. Tumer @ During | Style  Trim  Start  painting westem)

Printiexport century the rise of Ne commercial an gallery provided patronage i \rt history

Greate a book oz F.
centur

Deninad 3 PO L Trlm V-T-F

2 1l

> 00:06.66 =i

Opening the “Trim” controls by right clicking on the recording.
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Trimming of the recording is possible before saving.

Once the recording has been made, it can be quickly and easily saved as an .mp4 file which can
be played on most devices. The recording can be easily added to a course in an OLE (Online
Learning Environment)/LMS, or it can be emailed or shared in a number of ways.
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Right click on the screen recording to show a menu. Choose “Save Media as...” to save
the recording as a standalone .mp4 video file

This solution is particularly effective when digital ink is used. Digital ink allows the teacher to
write naturally on any type of document. If Edge is used to browse websites, digital ink can be
used on the web pages. This makes the explanation even more effective for students.
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Digital ink being used on a web page using Edge as the browser. Note the set of inking
tools available. (Icons with one palette of options open at the top left of the browser.)

Time required

How much extra time is needed to do this?

Opening Powerpoint and clicking on the Mix tab — 4 seconds.
Selecting an area of the screen to record — 4 seconds.

Explaining the concept and navigating the areas of the screen — This is time would have been
spent anyway. This will also vary depending upon the task.

Pressing the “Stop” icon and saving the video as a .mp4 file — The amount of time varies. On a i5
Surface Pro 3, a two minute screen recording takes about one second to save as a .mp4 file. No
rendering or encoding seems to be needed, hence the very short time required to save the file. (I
necessary, the resulting .mp4 video file can be converted using free conversion software to a
smaller file.)

Loading the video into a page in the online learning environment — This depends on the speed of
the internet connection, but my sample file took seconds.

The total is less than 60 seconds. Planning what you wish to record and say may take a little
time, but this is just a part of the normal preparation process.
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Final thoughts

« How many teachers are short on time?

« How many teachers explain the same concept a number of times, to students
who need a concept revised, who were absent when the topic was explained, or
to students who “just didn’t get it” when it was first explained?

« How many teachers are starting to flip their classroom, and need extra
resources?

« How many teachers would prefer to work with software they are comfortable with
rather than learn yet another program or app?

« How many times would a teacher like to have a tutorial with more than a static
background, but doesn’t have the time to learn or use yet another complicated
piece of software?

Screen recording using Office Mix helps in each of these situations. When combined
with the extra power of digital ink, it becomes a potent yet simple tool to enhance
learning and support teachers.

If you would like to learn more about Office Mix, come to my
December 6 workshop at 4:20 pm!



